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General Terms and Conditions 
 
Genera l  Terms and Cond i t ions  NBA 2013 © F i led  at  the Reg is try  o f  the D is tr ic t  Cour t  
o f  Amsterdam on  January  30th 2013 under  number  6/2013  
 
Art icle 1.  DEFINITIONS 
 
In these genera l  terms and cond i t ions,  the def in i t ions  spec i f ied  w i th a cap i ta l  le t ter  
have the fo l lowing meanings:  
a.   Rules of  professional  pract ice :  the ru les  o f  pro fess iona l  pract ice  and  

conduct  to  which an accountant  is  subject ed through entry  in the accountants '  
reg is ter  of  the NBA; 

b .  Documents :  a l l  in format ion or  data made ava i lab le  by  the C l ient  to  the  
Contractor ,  whether  or  not  conta ined on mat er ia l  o r  nonmater ia l  car r iers  and 
whether  or  not  entrusted to  th i rd  par t ies  as  we l l  as  a l l  data produced or   
compi led  by the Contractor  in  connect ion wi th the execut ion o f  the  
Engagement,  whether  or  not  conta ined on mater ia l  o r  nonmater ia l  car r iers ,   
and whether  or  not  entrusted to  th i rd  par t ies ,  as  we l l  as  a l l  o ther  in format ion 
o f  any re levance to  the execut ion or  complet ion  o f  the Engagement,  whether   
or  not  conta ined on mater ia l  o r  nonmater ia l  car r iers;  

c .   Employee :  a  natura l  person employed with or work ing for  the Contractor ,  
whether  or  not  under an employment co ntract;  

d .   Engagement /Agreement :  the agreement of  engagement,  under  which the 
Contractor  under takes towards the C l ient  to  per form cer ta in work;  

e .  Cl ient :  the natura l  person or the lega l  ent i ty  that  has  e ngaged the Contractor  
to  per form Work;  

f .   Contractor :  the F i rm that  has  accepted the Engagement.  A l l  Engagements  are  
accepted and executed so le ly  by  the F i rm, not  by  or  on the instruct ions  o f  an 
ind iv idua l  Employee,  i r r espect ive  o f  whether  the C l ient  has  awarded the  
Engagement express ly  or  tac i t ly  w i th a v iew to  hav ing such En gagement  
executed by a spec i f i c  Employee or  spec i f i c  Employees.  Se ct ions  7:404,   
7:407 subsect ion 2  and 7:409 of  the Dutch C iv i l  Code exp l ic i t ly  do  not app ly;  

g .   Work :  a l l  work  to be per formed by the Contractor  on the C l ient 's  behal f  fo r  
which an ass ignmen t has  been awarded and which has  been accepted by the 
Contractor  as  we l l  as  a l l  work for  the Contractor  ensuing f rom such Work.   

 
Art icle 2.  APPLICABILITY 
 
1 .  These genera l  terms and cond i t ions  are  app l icab le  to:  a l l  o f fers ,  quotat ions,  

engagements ,  lega l  re la t ionsh ips  and agreements ,  by  any name, whereby the 
Contractor  unde r takes/wi l l  under take to  per form Work for  the C l ient  as  we l l  as  
to  a l l  Work  for  the Contractor  ensuing f rom any o f  the above.  

2 .  Any dev iat ions  f rom, and add i t ions  to ,  these genera l  term s and cond i t ions  
sha l l  on ly  be va l id  i f  they have been exp l ic i t ly  agreed in wr i t ing  in ,  fo r   
example,  a  (wr i t ten) ag reement or  engagement conf i rmat ion le t ter .   

3 .  I f  any prov is ion in these genera l  terms and cond i t ions  and the engagement 
conf i rmat ion le t ter  were to    conf l i c t ,  the provis ion set  out  in  the engagement 

conf i rmat ion le t ter  sha l l  be app l icab le  as  regards  the contrad ic t ion.  
4 .  The app l icab i l i ty  o f  the C l ient 's  genera l  terms and cond i t ions  is  exp l ic i t ly   

exc luded by the Contractor .  
 
Art icle 3.  CLIENT DATA 
 
1 .  The C l ient  is  ob l iged to  make ava i lab le  to  the Contractor  a l l  the Documents  

which the Contractor  cons iders  to  be nece ssary to  enab le  i t  to  perform  
cor rec t ly  the Engagement tha t  has  been awarded in the required form, in the 
required manner  and in good t ime.  The Contractor  sha l l  determine what  
required form, required manner  and in good t ime sha l l  be understood to  mean.  

2 .  The C l ient  warrants  the accuracy,  completeness  and the re l iab i l i ty  o f  the  
Documents  prov ided by i t ,  even where such Documents  or i g inated wi th th i rd  
par t ies ,  to  the extent  not  o therwise ev ident  or  ar is ing  f rom the nature o f  the 
Engagement.   

3 .  The Contractor  may suspend the execut ion o f  the Engag ement unt i l  such t ime 
as  the C l ient  has  fu l f i l l ed  the ob l ig at ions  re ferred to  in  paragraphs 1  and 2  
above. 

4 .  The C l ient  indemni f ies  the Contractor  aga inst  any loss  or  damage due to   
inaccurate  or  incomplete  Documents .  
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5 .  Any add i t iona l  costs  incur red and hours spent by  the Co ntractor  as we l l  as  any 

other  loss  or  damage susta ined by the Contrac tor  due to  the C l ient 's  fa i lure  to  
prov ide the Documents  required for  the execut ion o f  the Engagement,  or  i ts  
fa i lure  to  prov ide such Documents  in  good t ime or proper ly ,  sha l l  be for  the 
account and r isk  o f  the C l ient .   

6 .  The Contractor  w i l l  re turn the or ig ina l  Documents ,  prov ided by the C l ient ,  to  
the C l ient  on f i r s t  demand by the C l ient .  

 
Art icle 4.  EXECUTION OF THE ENGAGEMENT  
 
1 .  The Contractor  sha l l  per form the Engagement to  the best  of  i ts  ab i l i ty  and with 

due regard for  the app l icab le  ru les  (o f  profe ss iona l  pract ice)  and laws.   
2 .  The Contractor  sha l l  determine the manner  in  which the E ngagement w i l l  be  

executed and by which Employee(s).   
3 .  The Contractor  may have Work per formed by a th i rd  par ty  to  be des ignated by 

the Contractor .   
 
Art ic le 5.  RULES (OF PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE)  
 
1 .  The C l ient  sha l l  each t ime extend i ts  fu l l  cooperat ion in r espect  o f  the  

ob l igat ions  ar is ing  for  the Contractor  f rom the app l icab le  ru les  (o f  profess iona l  
pract ice).   

2 .  The C l ient  is  aware that  the Contractor  amongst  o ther  th ings,  but  not  conf ined 
to  the fo l lowing:  

a.   may be ob l iged under app l icab le  laws and regulat ions  (o f  pro fess iona l  pract ice)  
to  repor t  cer ta in t ransact ions,  spec i f ied  in such laws and regulat ions  (o f   

pro fess iona l  pract ice)  and which have become known dur ing the execut ion o f  
i ts  Work,  to  the author i t ies  set  up by  the government for  such purpose;  

b .  may in cer ta in s i tuat ions  be required by  app l icab le  laws and regulat ions   
(o f  pro fess iona l  pract ice)  to  repor t  an instance  or ins tances  o f  f raud;  

c .  may be ob l iged by app l icab le  laws and regulat ions  (o f  pr ofess iona l  pract ice)   
to  conduct  an invest iga t ion in to  the ( ide nt i ty  of )  the C l ient  issu ing the   
Engagement or  o ther  c l ient .  

3 .  The Contractor  exc ludes any and a l l  l iab i l i ty  for  loss  or  da mage susta ined by 
the C l ient  due to  the Contractor 's  compl iance wi th the laws and ru les   
(o f  pro fess iona l  pract ice)  to  which i t  i s  subject .  

 
Art icle 6.  INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY  
 
1 .  The execut ion o f  the Engagement by  the Contractor  does not  const i tute  the 

ass ignment o f  inte l lec tua l  proper ty  r ights  vested in the Contractor .  A l l   
inte l lec tua l  proper ty  r ights  tha t  are  created dur ing,  or  which ar ise  f rom, the 
execut ion o f  the Engagement sha l l  be long to  the Contractor .   

2 .  The C l ient  is  exp l ic i t ly  prohib i ted  f rom reproduc ing,  pub l is h ing or  exp lo i t ing  
the products  incorporat ing inte l lec tua l  proper ty  r ights  o f  the Contra ctor ,  or  
products  in  which inte l l ec tua l  proper ty  r ights  are  vested wi th regard to  the use 
o f  which the Contractor has  acquired r ights  of  use,  inc lud ing in th is  connect ion 
in any event,  but  not  conf ined to:  computer  programs, system d es igns,   
work ing methods,  adv ice,  (mode l)  contracts ,  repor ts ,  templates ,  macros  and 
other  inte l le c tua l  products .  

3 .  The C l ient  is  not  permit ted to  submit  the products  re fer red to  in  paragraph 2  
above to any th i rd  par ty  w i thout the pr io r  consent in  wr i t ing  o f  the Contractor ,  
o ther  than for  the pu rpose of  obta in ing an exper t  op in ion regard ing the  
execut ion o f  the Work by  the Contractor .  The Cl ient  w i l l  i n  such case impose 
i ts  ob l igat ions  under  th i s  a r t ic le  on the th i rd  par ty  or  par t ies  engaged by i t .  

 
  
Art icle 7.  FORCE MAJEURE  
 
1 .  In the event that  the par t ies  fa i l  to  per form the ob l igat ions  under  the  

agreement,  or  fa i l  to  per form such ob l igat ions  in good t ime or  proper ly,  as  a 
resul t  o f  fo rce majeure wi th in the mean ing o f  Sect ion 6:75 of  the Dutch C iv i l  
Code,  such ob l igat ions  w i l l  be  suspended unt i l  such t ime as  the par t ies  are  
ab le  to  perform them in the agreed manner .  

2 .  In the event that  the s i tuat ion re fer red to  in  paragraph 1 above occurs ,  the 
par t ies  sha l l  be ent i t led  to  terminate a l l  o r  par t  o f  the agreement in wr i t ing  
and with immedia te  e f fect ,  w i thout any r ight  to  any compensat ion otherwise 
ex is t ing.  
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Art icle 8.  FEES AND COSTS 
 
1 .  The C l ient  w i l l  be  charged for  the Work performed by the Cont ractor  based on 

the amount o f  t ime spent and the costs  incur red by the Contractor .  Payment o f  
the fee is  not  dependent on the resul t  o f  the Work unless  o therwise agreed.  
Trave l  and accommodation expenses are charged separate ly .  

2 .  In add i t ion to  the fee,  the C l ient  w i l l  a lso  be charged any expenses incur red by  
the Contractor  and the expense c la ims submitted by any th i rd  par t ies  engaged 
by the Contractor .  

3 .  The Contractor  may ask the C l ient  for  an advance payment.   
4 .  In the event that  fees  or  pr ices are  subject  to change af ter  the formation o f  

the Engagement ,  nonethe less  before  the Engagement has  been fu l ly  executed,  
the Contractor  sha l l  be ent i t led  to  amend the agreed fee accord ing ly .  

5 .  Where s tatutor i ly  required,  turnover  tax  (“omzetbe last ing”)  w i l l  be  charged 
separate ly  on a l l  amounts  payab le  by the C l ient  to  the Contractor .  

 
Art icle 9.  PAYMENT 
 
1 .  Unless  o therwise agreed,  the C l ient  sha l l  ensure that  the amounts  owing to  the 

Contractor  are  pa id ,  w i thout the C l ient  be ing ent i t led  to  any deduct ion,   
d iscount or  set -o f f ,  w i th in  14 days af ter  the date  o f  invo ice.  The date  o f   
payment sha l l  be the date  on which the amount  due is  c red i ted to  the  
Contractor 's  account.  

2 .  I f  the C l ient  has  not  made payment w i th in the term spec i f ied in paragraph 1  
above,  the C l ient  sha l l  be in defaul t  by  operat ion o f  law and the Contractor  
sha l l  be ent i t led  to  charge the s tatutory  (commerc ia l )  in terest  f rom that   

moment.  
3 .  I f  the C l ient  has  not  made payment w i th in the term spec i f ied in paragraph 1  

above,  the C l ient  sha l l  be ob l ige d to  re imburse a l l  jud ic ia l  and extrajud ic ia l  
(co l lec t ion) costs  incur red by the Contractor .  The re imbursement o f  the  
incur red costs  sha l l  not  be l imited to  any order for  costs that  is  g iven by any 
cour t .  

4 .  In the event o f  a  jo int ly  awarded Engagement,  th e C l ients  sha l l  be jo int ly  and 
severa l  l iab le  for  the payment o f  the i nvo ice  amount and the in terest   
(payments)  and costs  due.   

5 .  I f  the Contractor  is  of  the op in ion tha t  the C l ient 's  f inanc ia l  pos i t ion or   
payment record  g ives  i t  reason to  do so ,  or  i f  th e C l ient  fa i l s  to  make an  
advance payment or to  meet an e xpense c la im with in the spec i f ied  term of  
payment,  then the Contractor  may demand that  the C l ient  immediate ly  prov ide 
(add i t iona l )  secur i ty  in  a form to  be determined by the Co ntractor .  I f  the  
C l ient  fa i l s  to  prov ide the required secur i ty ,  the Contractor  sha l l  be ent i t led ,  
w i thout pre jud ice  to  i ts  o ther  r ights ,  to  suspend the fur ther  execut ion o f  the 
agreement for thwith and a l l  amounts  owed to  the Contractor  by  the C l ient  o f  
whatever  nature and for  whatever  reason sha l l  b ecome immediate ly  due and 
payab le .  

 
Art icle 10.  TERMS 
 
1 .  I f  a  term/date wi th in which the Engagement is  to  be pe r formed has been 

agreed between the C l ient  and the Contra ctor  and the C l ient  fa i l s  to:   
(a)  make an advance payment –  i f  agreed –  or (b)  make the necessary  
Documents  ava i lab le  in  good t ime,  in  fu l l ,  in  the required form and in the  
required manner  then the C l ient  and the Contractor  w i l l  consul t  one another  
about agree ing a new term/date wi th in which the Engagement is  to  be  
per formed.  

2 .  Any term with in which the Work must be completed sha l l  o n ly  be cons idered as  
a s tr ic t  dead l ine i f  such  has been exp l ic i t ly  agreed and in as  many words  
between the C l ient  and the Contractor .  

 
Art ic le 11.  LIABILITY AND INDEMNITIES  
 
1 .  The Contractor  is  not  l iab le  for  any loss  or  damage susta ined by the C l ient  due 

to  the fact  that  the C l ient  has  prov ided i naccurate  or  incomplete  Documents .   
2 .  The Contractor  is  not  l iab le  for  any consequent ia l  loss  or  damage,  bus iness  

inter rupt ion loss  or  ind i rect  loss  or  damage due to  the Contractor 's  fa i lure  to  
per form, fa i lure  to  per form in good t ime or  fa i lure  to  ensure proper   
per fo rmance.  

3 .  The Contractor  is  on ly  l iab le  to  the C l ient  for  loss  or  damage resul t ing  d i rect ly  
f rom an ( inter re lated ser ies  o f )  at tr ibutab le  shor tcoming(s)  in  the execut ion o f  
the Engagement .  Th is  l i ab i l i ty  is  l imi ted to  the amount which ,  accord ing to  the 
Contractor 's  l iab i l i ty  insurer ,  i s  payab le  for  the case concerned,  p lus  any  

po l icy  excess for  the Contractor  under  the terms o f  the insurance.   
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4 .  I f ,  fo r  whatever  reason,  the l iab i l i ty  insurer  does not  pay out  then the   

Contractor 's  l iab i l i ty  sha l l  be l imi ted to  the amount o f  the fee charged for  the 
execut ion o f  the Engagement.  I f  the Engagement compr ises  a cont inu ing  
per formance contract  wi th a term of  more than one year ,  the aforement ioned 
amount sha l l  be set  at  one t ime the amount o f  the fee charged to  the C l ient  in  
the twe lve months pr io r  to  the o ccurrence o f  the loss  or  damage.  Under  no  
c i r cumstances wi l l  the to ta l  amount o f  compensat ion for  the loss  or  damage 
pursuant to  th is  subsect ion exceed EUR 300,000 per  a t tr ibutab le  shor tcoming 
unless  the par t ies  –  in v iew o f  the scope of  the engagement or the r isks   
assoc iated wi th the engagement –  be l ieve there is  reason to dev iate  f r om th is  
max imum upon enter ing  into  the agreement.  An  inter re lated ser ies  o f   
at t r ibu tab le  shor tcomings is  deemed to  const i tute  a s ing le  at tr ibutab le  shor t-
coming,  

5 .  The l im ita t ions  o f  l iab i l i ty  spec i f ied  in th is  ar t ic le  are  not  app l icab le  i f  and to  
the extent  that  there is  ev idence of  w i l fu l  misconduct  or  gross neg l igence 
committed by  the Contractor  or  i ts  senior  management ( ‘ le id inggevend  
personee l ’ ) .  

6 .  The C l ient  is  ob l iged to  take measures  to  mit igate  any loss  or  damage.  
The Contractor  is  ent i t l ed  to  rect i fy  or  l imi t  damage by car ry ing out  repa irs  or  
improv ing the performed Work.  

7 .  The C l ient  indemni f ies  the Contractor  aga inst  c la ims by th i rd  par t ies  in  respect  
o f  loss or  damage caused by the C l ient 's  fa i lure  to  prov ide the Contractor  w i th 
any Documents ,  or  i ts  fa i lure  to  prov ide the Contractor  w i th fu l ly  accurate  or  
complete  Documents .   

8 .  The C l ient  indemni f ies  the Contractor  aga inst  c la ims by th i rd  par t ies  (a lso   
inc lud ing employees of  the Contractor  and any th i rd  par ty  engaged by the  

Contractor)  who susta in  loss  or  damage in connect ion wi th the execut ion o f  the 
Engagement due to  any act ion taken or  omit ted to  be taken by the C l ient  or  
due to  unsafe  s i tuat ions  in i ts  company or organiza t ion .  

 
Art icle 12.  TERMINATION 
 
1 .  The C l ient  and the Contractor  may (premature ly)  terminate the agreement at  

any t ime without not ice .  I f  the agreement ends before  the Engagement has  
been completed,  the C l ient  sha l l  be l iab le  to  pay the fee in accordance wi th the 
hours  spec i f ied  by  the Contractor  for  Work performed on b ehal f  o f  the C l ient .  

2 .  Not ice  o f  terminat ion must be g iven in wr i t ing.  
3 .  I f  the C l ient  has  e f fected (premature) terminat ion,  the Co ntractor  sha l l  be  

ent i t led  to  compensat ion for  ut i l i zat ion  losses  that  have ar isen for  i t  and which 
can be demonstrated as we l l  as  to  re imbursement o f  any add i t iona l  costs   
a l ready incurred by  the Contractor  and any costs  resul t ing  f rom any  
cance l la t ion o f  the serv ices  o f  th i rd  par t ies  who have been engaged (such as  –  
amongst  o ther  th ings  –  any subcontrac t ing-re la ted costs) .   

4 .  I f  the Contractor  has  e f fected (premature) terminat ion,  the C l ient  sha l l  be  
ent i t led  to  rece ive the Contractor 's  ass is tance in t rans fer r ing  work  to  th i rd  
par t ies ,  unless  in  the event o f  w i l fu l  misconduct  or  gross neg l igence commi tted 
by  the C l ient  as  a resul t  o f  which the Contractor  fee ls  compel led  to  e f fect   
terminat ion.  The ent i t lement to  ass is tance as  prov ided in th is  paragraph is   
dependent on the C l ient  hav ing made a l l  under ly ing outs tand ing advance  
payments  or  hav ing met a l l  expense c la ims.   

 
  
Art icle 13.  RIGHT TO SUSPEND PERFORMANCE  
 
1 .  The Contractor  may,  af ter  a  carefu l  we ighing o f  interests ,  suspend the per fo r -

mance o f  a l l  i ts  ob l igat ions,  inc lud ing hand ing over Documents  or  o ther  i tems 
to  the C l ient  or  any th i rd  par ty ,  unt i l  such t ime  as  a l l  amoun ts  owed and paya-
b le  by  the C l ient  on demand have been sett led  in fu l l .   

2 .  Paragraph 1  above does not  app ly  w i th respect  to  Documents  o f  the C l ient  
which have not  (yet)  been processed by the Contractor .   

 
Art ic le 14.  EXPIRY PERIOD 
 
To  the extent  not  o therw ise prov ided in these genera l  terms and condi t ions ,  r ights  o f  
act ion and other  powers  o f  the C l ient  o f  whatever  nature and for  whatever  reason 
against  the Contractor  in  connect ion wi th the per formance o f  Work  by  the Contractor  
sha l l  a lways exp ire  af ter  one  year  f rom the moment the C l ient  b ecame aware,  or  
could  reasonab ly  have been aware,  of  the ex is tence o f  such r ights  and powers .   
Th is  per iod  does not  re late  to  the poss ib i l i ty  to  submit  a  compla int  to  the body or 
bod ies  duly  des ignated to  hand le  the compla i n t  and/or  the D isputes  Hand l ing  Board 
(“Raad voor  Geschi l len” ) .  
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Art icle 15.  ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION 
 
1 .  Dur ing the execut ion o f  the Engagement,  the C l ient  and the Contractor  can,  at  

the C l ient 's  request ,  communica te  w i th one another  us ing e lectronic  mean s.  
2 .  The C l ient  and the Contractor  sha l l  not  be l iab le  towards one other  for  any loss  

or  damage that  may be susta ined by e i ther  or  each o f  them as a resul t  o f  the 
use o f  e lec tronic  means o f  communicat ion ,  inc lud ing –  but  not  restr ic ted to  –  
loss  or  damage  due to  non-de l ivery  or  de layed de l ivery o f  e lec tronic   
communicat ion,  intercept ion or  manipulat ion o f  e lec tronic  communicat ion by  
th i rd  par t ies  or  by  so f tware/equipment used for  t ransmitt ing,  rece iv ing or  
process ing e lectronic  communica t ion ,  t ransmiss ion o f  v i ruses and the fa i lure  or  
poor funct ion ing o f  the te lecommunic at ions  ne twork or  o ther  resources  
required for  e lectronic  communicat ion,  unless  the loss  or  damage is  the resul t  
o f  w i l fu l  misconduct  or  gross neg l igence.  

3 .  The C l ient  and the Contractor  w i l l  both do or omit  to  do  everyth ing that  may 
reasonab ly  be expected o f  each o f  them in order  to  prevent the r isks re ferred 
to  above f rom occurr ing.   

4 .  The data abstracts  f rom the sender 's  computer  systems sha l l  const i tute  co n-
c lus ive ev idence o f  ( the  conten t  o f )  the e lec tronic  communica t ion sent  by  the 
sender  unt i l  such t ime as  ev idence to  the contrary  is  furn ished by the rece iver .   

 
Art icle 16.  OTHER PROVISIONS 
 
1 .  I f  the Contractor  per forms Work on locat ion at  the C l ient ,  the C l ient  sha l l   

ensure that  a su i tab le  p lace o f  work is  pr ov ided which meets  the s tatu tory  
occupat iona l  hea l th and safety  s tandards  and compl ies  w i th o ther  app l icab le  
regulat ions  in the f ie ld  o f  OH&S. The C l ient  sha l l  ensure tha t  the Contractor  is  

in  tha t  case prov ided with o f f ice  space a nd other  fac i l i t ies  which the  
Contractor  cons iders to be nece ssary  or  usefu l  to  execute the Engagement and 
which comply  w i th a l l  the (s tatutory) requirements  to  be made in that  r egard.  
With regard to  any (computer)  fac i l i t ies  made ava i l ab le ,  the C l ient  is  ob l iged 
to  ensure cont inu i ty ,  amongst  o ther  th ings  by  means o f  adequate back -up,   
secur i ty  and v i rus  contro l  procedures.  The Contractor  w i l l  imp lement v i rus   
contro l  procedures when us ing the C l ient´s  fac i l i t ies .  

2 .  The C l ient  w i l l  not  take  on any Employees involved in the execut ion o f  the 
Work or approach them with a v iew to  o f fe r ing them d irect  or  ind i rect   
employment,  temporary or o the rwise,  w i th the C l ient  or  ask ing them to   
per form work  d i rect ly  or  ind i rect ly  for  the C l ient ,  in  sa lar ied  employment or  
o therwise,  dur ing the term of  the Account ing Serv ices  Agreement or  any  
extens ion thereof  and dur ing the 12 months therea f ter .  

 
Art icle 17.  APPLICABLE LAW AND JURISDICTION 
 
1 .  The Account ing Serv ices  Agreement sha l l  be governed by Dutch law.  
2 .  Any d ispute wi l l  be  sett led  by  the competent  cour t  in  the d i s tr ic t  in  which the 

Contractor  has  i ts  reg istered of f ice .  
3 .  The prov is ions  in paragraphs 1  and 2  above do not  af fect  the poss ib i l i ty  for  the 

C l ient  to  submi t  a  d ispute to  the D isputes  Hand l ing  Board  
(“Raad voor  Geschi l len” )  and/or  to  fo l low the r ight  o f  compla int  proceed ings.  

 
Art ic le 18.  REPAIR CLAUSE IN RESPECT OF NULLITIES  
 
1 .  I f  any prov is ion f rom these genera l  terms and cond i t ions  or  f rom the  

under ly ing Engagement should  be who l ly  or  part ly  vo id  and/or  i nva l id  and/or  
unenforceab le  as  a resul t  o f  any s tatutory  provis ion or  regulat ion,  cour t   
judgment or  o the rwise,  then th is  w i l l  have no ef fect  whatsoever  on the va l id i ty  
o f  a l l  o ther  prov is ions  in these genera l  terms and cond i t ions  or  the under ly ing 
Engagement.  

2 .  I f  any prov is ion in these genera l  terms and cond i t ions  or  the under ly ing  
Engagement should  not  be va l id  for  a  reason r efer red to  in  the preced ing  
paragraph,  but  would  be va l id  i f  i t  had a more l imi ted scope or  intent ion,  then 
such prov is ion wi l l  –  f i rs t ly  –  automat ica l ly  app ly  w i th the most  far -reaching or  
most  extens ive ly  more l imited scope or  intent ion wi th which or  w i th in which i t  
i s  va l id .   

3 .  Without pre jud ice  to  the prov is ions  in paragraph 2  above,  the par t ies may,   
at  the i r  d iscret ion,  consul t  one another  w i th the a im o f  agree ing new  
prov is ions  that  w i l l  rep lace the vo id  or  nul l i f ied  prov is ions,  w i th every  poss ib le  
at tempt be ing made to  ensure they are  as  c lose as  poss ib le  to  the object  and 
purpor t  o f  the vo id  or  nul l i f ied  prov is ions.    


